










PUBLIC COMMENT PROVIDED BY EMAIL 
 
COMMUNITY FORUM 
 
SUBMISSION FROM:  Kate Montgomery  
 
From: Kate Montgomery <katewave8600@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, April 27, 2021 8:38 AM 
To: City Clerk <cityclerk@atascadero.org> 
Cc: Heather Moreno <hmoreno@atascadero.org>; Heather Newsom <hnewsom@atascadero.org>; Charles 
Bourbeau <cbourbeau@atascadero.org>; Mark Dariz <mdariz@atascadero.org>; 
susanfunk@atascadero.org 
Subject: Community Choice Energy 
  
April 26, 2021 

 

 

To the Atascadero City Council, 

 

The longer the City of Atascadero postpones allowing us citizens the opportunity to choose Community Choice Energy, 

the more time I have to learn about it. 

 

And the more I know, the more certain I am that I want the cleaner environment and lower cost of Community Choice 

Energy for my family. 

 

It’s past time for the City Council to fund a staff report and get it done as soon as possible.  So that us citizens of 

Atascadero can make our choice like all our neighboring towns. 

 

Thank you and please move quickly on this issue. 

 

 

Kate Montgomery 

8600 Santa Lucia Avenue 

Atascadero  CA 

 

katewave8600@gmail.com 

 
 

C. MANAGEMENT REPORTS 
 

Item C-1 

 
SUBMISSION FROM:  Monica Schechter 

 
From: Monica Schechter <monica.schecht60@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, April 27, 2021 9:41 AM 
To: City Clerk <cityclerk@atascadero.org> 
Subject: Public Comment for City Council Meeting 4/27 

 
Dear City Council Members,  
 
I would like to highlight three important budget priorities while you consider how to allocate the D20 funds. 

1) I’m a strong supporter of the Community Choice Energy (3CE) and would like to advocate for a staff 

study in early 2022.  There needs to be a budget line for the staff study of 3CE. Atascadero has refused to 

direct city staff to do a report on 3CE, one of the few cities to ignore the benefits and savings 3CE has to 
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offer. The Paso Robles City Council voted unanimously to embrace 3CE for their city last 

year. 2) Homelessness/treatment of homeless and supporting ECHO, a proven entity for temporary housing, 

matching and facilitating training for reentry into the world of work, healthcare and permanent housing.  The 

City needs to continue and expand its support of ECHO financially and with their support for ECHO and 

emergency warming shelters January-March each year. 3) Input in how the increased funding for the police 

is spent (a national and local issue)--expanded training for police staff to address mental health issues, de-

escalating volatile situations so level of force is moderated to the situation for the entire community.  
 
Thanks for representing the citizens of Atascadero and the residents of North County! 
 
Monica Schechter 
North County Resident 

 

 

SUBMISSION FROM:  Dan Cook 
 

From: Daniel Cook <dtcook@sbcglobal.net>  
Sent: Tuesday, April 27, 2021 11:15 AM 
To: City Clerk <cityclerk@atascadero.org> 
Subject: public comments for tonight's City Council meeting 

 
Council Members; 
 
Please reserve the necessary monies to fund a Staff Report on Community Choice Energy. This study has 
been put off until early next year due to budgetary issues, and now is the time to provide the funds needed 
to complete this very important Staff Report.  
 
Thank you, 
Dan Cook 
 

 
SUBMISSION FROM:  Jean Pedigo 

 
From: jean.pedigo@yahoo.com <jean.pedigo@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, April 27, 2021 3:37 PM 
To: City Clerk <cityclerk@atascadero.org> 
Subject: agenda items for tonight's meeting 

 

Hello 
 
We would like to see the following: 

 
 - A Community Choice Energy  - 3CE Report. Find the funds and let's get on board 

like every other city has and enjoy the savings and benefits.  
 
 - Can you please address how the increase for police funding will be utilized. We need 

expanded training of our police staff to address mental health issues (send along 
social workers for certain calls). More training on de-escalating volatile situations.  

 
Thank you! 
Jean Pedigo 
 
 



 
SUBMISSION FROM:  Alston Paff 
 
From: Alston Paff <alstonpaff@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, April 27, 2021 3:38 PM 
To: City Clerk <cityclerk@atascadero.org> 
Subject: Not yet on the agenda going forward? 

 

Atascadero City Council, 

 

I would like to see these two matters, important to me, added as agenda items to be 

accomplished in the near future: 

 

1.  3CE Community Choice Energy, which would give Atascadero residents a choice in utility 

providers. 

 

2.  The city to move forward as quickly as possible with an SRSO or EMO to protect senior 

mobile home owners living in mobile home parks in Atascadero. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Alston Paff 
 
 

SUBMISSION FROM:  Zachariah E. Jackson 

 
From: Zach Jackson <zjackson51@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, April 26, 2021 4:48 PM 
To: City Clerk <cityclerk@atascadero.org> 
Cc: Casey Bryson <cbryson@atascadero.org> 
Subject: Public Comment 4/27/21 agenda item C-1 

 
Good Afternoon,  
 
Please see the attached public comment regarding agenda item C-1 for the Atascadero City Council meeting 
on 04/27/21.  
 
Thank you, 
 
Zachariah E. Jackson 
President  
Atascadero Professional Firefighters L3600 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
SUBMISSION FROM:  Daniel Rich 

 
From: DANIEL RICH <djrich9133@sbcglobal.net>  
Sent: Monday, April 26, 2021 10:03 PM 
To: City Clerk <cityclerk@atascadero.org> 
Subject: City Council Agenda and recommendations 

 
I respectfully suggest the following priorities: 
 

  
1. Support upgrading the Fire Station on Traffic Way 

 

2. Support ECHO in its effort to assist the homeless with the work they do to 

    provide temporary shelter, meals and also to assist citizens in obtaining  
    permanent housing. 
 

3. Funding and staff to further explore Community Choice Energy to more 

    fully understand future needs and priorities. 
 

4. Investigate Police Department needs, especially as it relates to adequate 

    salaries and staffing levels.  Explore adding resources to deal with  
    the public's mental health issues. 
 

Thank you for your consideration. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Daniel Rich 

 
 
SUBMISSION FROM:  Kathleen Goble 

 
From: Kathleen <kathleen.kattol@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, April 27, 2021 4:24 PM 
To: City Clerk <cityclerk@atascadero.org> 
Subject: C1: Draft Strategic Plan and Draft Action Plan Study Session 

 
 

I am happy to see that the city is prioritizing the police department staffing and the fire 

department needs with D-20 funding.  

 

Thank you for making public safety a priority.  

 
 
Kathleen Goble, 
Atascadero 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
SUBMISSION FROM:  Christina Asdel Cisneros 

 
From: Christina Asdel Cisneros <casdelcisneros@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, April 27, 2021 4:41 PM 
To: City Clerk <cityclerk@atascadero.org> 
Subject: Agenda Item C. Management Reports 1. Draft Strategic Plan and Draft Action Plan Study Session 

 
Greetings City Council and City staff. First, I want to thank you for your hard work compiling the Strategic 
Plan and budget priorities and for going above and beyond to include the public in these conversations. I 
observed and participated in many of these meetings, and I always felt like my presence and perspective 
were valued.  
 
Top of mind for me is improving the dynamic between APD officers and our unhoused population. My hope 
is that the Atascadero Police Department earmarks funds for a CAT team or OUR team. I understand that 
the APD has been understaffed. I ask that when the staffing holes have been filled, one officer will be 
paired with a mental health professional to better meet the needs of our unhoused population. Speaking of 
mental health care: mental health services should be available for our community members as well as for 
our officers.  
 
I also ask that APD mandates officers take a Crisis Intervention Course so they are better equipped to 
effectively respond to our community members in distress.  
 
In the Strategic Priorities under Unhoused Population, there seems to be an emphasis on clearing people 
out and vegetation management. I think the priority should always be finding people housing and services. 
And services should be rendered by people without a gun whenever possible.  
 
Thank you for your time and consideration.  
 
Christina Asdel Cisneros 
 

 
 
Email Received After 5:00 PM on 4/27/2021  
 
From: juanita mcdaniel <juamcd12@sbcglobal.net>  
Sent: Tuesday, April 27, 2021 7:17 PM 
To: City Clerk <cityclerk@atascadero.org> 
Subject: C1: Draft Strategic Plan and Draft Action Plan Study Session 
 

I would like to thank city staff for the work they put into public outreach to make sure the 

money from Measure D-20 is used in a way that best represents the community needs. The 

focus on hiring more staff for the police and upgrading the fire department is the proper use 

for these funds.  

 

Juanita McDaniel 
 




