
              CITY OF ATASCADERO CITY COUNCIL & PLANNING COMMISSION SPECIAL JOINT 
MEETING (STUDY SESSION) AGENDA 

 

 

 

* COVID-19 NOTICE * 
 

Consistent with the SLO County Region 1 – Southern California Regional 
Stay at Home Order, the City Council Meeting will not be physically open to 
the public and City Council Members will be teleconferencing into the 
meeting. 
 
HOW TO OBSERVE THE MEETING: 
To maximize public safety while still maintaining transparency and public access,  
the meeting will be available for public participation through the following link 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85975868055?pwd=SUU3UUtWQzJQYXNPRkIyRmJKY1FZQT09 

 
HOW TO SUBMIT PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Members of the public are highly encouraged to use the link above or may call  
(669) 900-6833 (Webinar ID: 859 7586 8055) to listen and provide public comment 
via phone. Written public comments may be submitted to cityclerk@atascadero.org 
by 5:00 pm on the day of the meeting.  Such email comments must identify the 
Study Session in the subject line of the email. The comments will be read into the 
record, with a maximum allowance of 3 minutes per individual comment, subject to 
the Mayor’s discretion. All comments should be a maximum of 500 words, which 
corresponds to approximately 3 minutes of speaking time. If a comment is received 
after the agenda item is heard but before the close of the meeting, the comment will 
still be included as a part of the record of the meeting but will not be read into the 
record. 

 
AMERICAN DISABILITY ACT ACCOMMODATIONS: 
Any member of the public who needs accommodations should contact the City 
Clerk’s Office at cityclerk@atascadero.org or by calling 805-470-3400 at least 48 
hours prior to the meeting or time when services are needed. The City will use their 
best efforts to provide reasonable accommodations to afford as much accessibility 
as possible while also maintaining public safety in accordance with the City procedure 
for resolving reasonable accommodation requests.  
 

City Council agendas and minutes may be viewed on the City's website: 
www.atascadero.org. 

 
Copies of the staff reports or other documentation relating to each item of business referred to on 
the Agenda are on file in the office of the City Clerk and are available for public inspection on our 
website, www.atascadero.org.  Contracts, Resolutions and Ordinances will be allocated a number 
once they are approved by the City Council.  The Minutes of this meeting will reflect these numbers.  
All documents submitted by the public during Council meetings that are either read into the record 
or referred to in their statement will be noted in the Minutes and available for review by contacting 
the City Clerk's office. All documents will be available for public inspection during City Hall business 
hours once City Hall is open to the public following the termination of the Shelter at Home Order. 
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SPECIAL JOINT MEETING 
Atascadero City Council 

Atascadero Planning Commission 

 

Thursday, March 11, 2021 
6:00 P.M. 

 

Atascadero City Hall Council Chambers, 4th Floor 
6500 Palma Avenue, Atascadero, California 

(TELECONFERENCE) 

************************************* 

 
AGENDA 

 
ROLL CALL: 
 
 

DISCUSSION: 
 

1. Inclusionary Housing Strategy Study Session 
 Fiscal Impact: None.   
 Recommendation: Council and Planning Commission discuss, and Council 

provide initial feedback to staff for the development of an inclusionary housing 
strategy. [Community Development] 

 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 
 
The City Council will adjourn to its next Regular Session on March 23, 2021; and the Planning 
Commission will adjourn to its next Regular Session on March 16, 2021. 

 

 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA    ) 
COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO   ) 
CITY OF ATASCADERO    ) 
 
AMANDA MUTHER, being fully sworn, deposes, and says: That she is the Deputy City Clerk of the City of Atascadero 
and that on March 3, 2021, she caused the above Notice to be posted at the Atascadero City Hall, 6500 Palma Avenue, 
Atascadero, California and was available for public review in the Customer Service Center at that location. 
 
 
                                                                             
       AMANDA MUTHER, Deputy City Clerk  
       City of Atascadero 
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Atascadero City Council 

Management Report – Community Development Department 
 

Inclusionary Housing Strategy 
Study Session 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 

Council and Planning Commission discuss, and Council provide initial feedback to staff 
for the development of an inclusionary housing strategy.  
 
 

DISCUSSION: 
 

Background   
The City Council adopted an interim Inclusionary Housing Policy in 2003 that requires all 
housing projects that are subject to a legislative action (conditional use permit, subdivision 
map, rezoning) to provide affordable units or pay an in-lieu fee into the City’s affordable 
housing fund. The City has been operating under this policy since adoption. Since that 
time, State Density Bonus law has substantially changed, and many housing projects 
have now become “by right” not allowing the City to perform discretionary review. An 
inclusionary (or affordable) housing ordinance could replace the policy and recognize 
more recent State updates, while implementing the City’s General Plan Housing Element. 
With State requirements mandating specific housing goals for our Community, the 
adoption of an inclusionary housing program will ensure that the City can be successful 
in meeting the identified RHNA goals. An inclusionary program can help to ensure the 
physical construction of housing for all income categories, while helping to finance the 
City’s ability to administer the affordable housing program. 
 

The recently adopted Housing Element asks that the City explore adoption of an 
Inclusionary Housing program.  At the November 12, 2019 Council meeting, the City 
Council authorized a contract with MIG to work with City staff and the Community to assist 
the City with drafting an Inclusionary Housing Strategy. MIG has prepared an overview 
memo detailing the current State regulatory framework, a summary of Atascadero’s 
inclusionary policy, various affordable housing tools (and the benefits and constraints of 
each), case studies of surrounding jurisdiction’s affordable housing requirements, and 
implementation ideas for Atascadero (Attachment 1). 
 

The tools described in the memo include:  
 

 Inclusionary housing ordinances 

 Affordable housing impact fee/linkage fees 

 Affordability by design 
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The adoption of an inclusionary housing ordinance is a required activity listed in the 
adopted 2021-2028 Housing Element.  The City has received grant funding toward the 
development of this ordinance. Depending on scope and direction of the final program, 
grant funding may or may not cover the entire costs of implementation and adoption. The 
City has currently set aside approximately $60,000 from the SB2 grant funds for this 
activity. Long term fiscal impacts as a result of a well-balanced inclusionary housing 
program can be positive. This is because the program should be designed to pay for staff 
costs associated with the administration of affordable housing, and the creation of 
affordable housing will help to meet State mandated RHNA numbers. Cities that meet or 
exceed RHNA numbers are eligible to receive infrastructure funding grants and other 
economic development related grants.  
 
The purpose of this discussion is to hear community and City Council input regarding 
goals for affordable housing in Atascadero, discuss implementation options/tools, and 
provide direction to staff and the consultant related to the next steps in developing an 
affordable housing program that works for Atascadero.  

 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 

None.   Other than the use of budgeted staff time, there is no fiscal impact of the Council providing 
staff direction.  Depending on the staff direction provided by the Council, implementation of the 
direction will result in the use SB2 grant funds for staff time and consultant costs.   
 
 

ALTERNATIVES: 
 

The City Council may recommend that staff not pursue development of an inclusionary 
housing strategy at this time. It is important to note that the adopted Housing Element 
that was certified by the State lists this activity for completion on or before December 
2022.  

 
ATTACHMENT:  
 

MIG Inclusionary Housing Memo 
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3.  Affordability-by-design 
The City can implement development standards that encourage and/or require higher density 
projects to include units that area affordable-by-design, therefore meeting State goals without 
deed restrictions and in a way that distributes units over all projects throughout the City. 
Standards may include: 

a. Establishing a maximum average or absolute unit size in multi-family developments to 
limit development of prime housing sites with traditional single-family units 

b. Factoring unit size into density calculations to allow more units to be built on a site if 
those units are smaller, affordable-by-design units.  

c. Establish design regulations that support higher density development by encouraging 
community parking and open space rather than a focus on private garages and yards. 

An effective strategy can focus on one solution or can combine these strategies into a multi-pronged 
approach depending on the specific goals and need of the community. Identified community goals include 
equitable distribution of units throughout the city and developing a successful and robust program that 
can achieve balance between feasibility of implementation and ensuring compliance with State mandates.  
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